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It is respectfully requested that the cited information be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and the references be made of record therein and 
appear among the "references cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Applicants believe that their invention as claimed is patentable over the above 
references taken alone or in any combination. However, Applicants reserve the right to 
demonstrate that their claimed invention was made prior to any one or more of the above- 
identified references. No inference should be drawn as to the pertinence of the references based 
on the order in which they are presented. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner review the foregoing references 
to make her own determination of the patentability of the present invention and that the 
references be made of record in the file of this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date of the 
first Office Action and after three months of the filing date, but prior to the Notice of Allowance 
or Final Office Action. 



CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify that no item of information in the information disclosure 
statement filed herewith was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known 
to any individual designated in Section 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. 
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Although no fee is believed to be due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 



charge any fees necessitated by this transmittal to Townsend and Townsend Deposit Account 
No. 20-1430. 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 
Two Embarcadero Center, 8 th Floor 
San Francisco, C A 94111 

Tel.: (206)467-9600 

Fax: (415)576-0300 



Respectfully submitted, 




Brian W. Poor 
Reg. No. 32,928 
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